


Rules of Procedure

The committee will adhere to modified rules of procedure to mimic the actual United States
Senate. Delegates should address one another politely and speak to one another as "Senator [First
Name] [Last Name]." Delegates will be referred to as "Senators."

The United States Senate will have bills instead of the resolution papers. Although multiple bills
may be on the floor at the same time, only one Bill may be approved by the Senate. Senators will
have put together a Bill through negotiation and diplomacy across party lines by the end of the
final committee meeting.

After the very first official session has started, the senators will recite their Pledge of Allegiance.
Then the committee will continue with the Agenda of the Day. At the beginning of each topic,
the committee will have Leader Time and General Floor Debate.

Flow of Debate

Pledge of Allegiance

At the beginning of the first official session, the Director of the United States Senate will recite
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

“I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic for which it
stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.”

Once the Pledge of Allegiance has been recited, the chamber is now open for debate.

Agenda of the Day

The Agenda of the Day should be published by the Under Secretary General according to the
progression of the meetings. The Under Secretary General and the chairboard will decide which
topic to begin debate with.

Leader Time

The Director of the United States Senate will recognize the Majority Leader and Minority Leader
of the U.S. Senate to speak for one and a half minutes each. For this committee, the Majority



Leader is Senator Charles E. Schumer (D-NY) and the Minority Leader is Senator Mitch
McConnell (R-KY).

General Floor Debate

General Floor Debate is the equivalent of the Secondary Speaker’s List in typical Model UN
procedure. This is where Senators will provide an overview of their stances of the chosen topic.
The General Floor Debate will only be allowed by the permission of the chairboard under
different circumstances.

Party Leader

The party leaders in the US House of Representatives are elected every two years, and they work
together to coordinate legislative initiatives and speak on behalf of their parties on the House
floor. Depending on who is in power, one leader serves as the majority leader and the other as the
minority leader.

The Majority Leader is in charge of scheduling bills for debate and voting, and working with the
other leaders to coordinate general activity. The Minority Leader serves as the floor leader of the
opposition party, and is the minority counterpart. The Minority Leader also speaks for the
minority party in the House and its policies, and works to protect the minority party’s rights
through debates and votes.

Motions

For committee motions, the U.S. Senate will have Moderated Caucuses and Unmoderated
Caucuses as usual. However, the Senate will also have two unique motions that Senators should
be aware of:

Motion for a Party Caucus

When the dais calls for motions, a Senator can motion for a party caucus. A party caucus is
similar to an unmoderated caucus; however, Senators are only permitted to speak with members
of their party and will be split into different parts of the room accordingly.

Seeing as Senator Bernard Sanders and Angus S. King Jr. are the only independents, these
senators will join Democratic party discussions for the purposes of this caucus. A party caucus



would be highly tactical when a Senator needs to discuss pressing issues with fellow party
members in order to ensure a uniform stance across party lines.

A motion for a party caucus would be presented just like any other motion, in which a Senator
states their position, the motion for a party caucus, and the duration of the caucus.
Example: Senator X motions for a Y minute long party caucus.

Motion for Filibuster

A motion for filibuster can be presented by any Senator when the dais calls for motions and
requires a simple majority to pass. If passed, it grants the Senator who motioned for the filibuster
a speech lasting up to 5 minutes. There are two primary purposes of a motion for a filibuster.

1. A Senator can use a filibuster to give a more detailed argument on a contentious issue. If it is
used in this manner, it is expected that the speech is focussed and content-heavy. If the dais
determines a Senator is failing to do so, it retains the right to cut the Senator’s time short.

2. The more common and recommended use of a filibuster is to stall the committee and buy your
party more time to complete bills or other initiatives. The committee may decide to cut the
Senator off at any point during their speech as long as half the committee has signed off, and the
dais approves. This action is called a cloture and results in the speaker’s time elapsing.

Bills

Bills will be processed in the same manner as Resolution Papers in General Assemblies.
However, Senators must first send a draft of their Bill to the Director for approval. Once
approved, the Bill sponsors may motion to have the Bill presented. No more than two sponsors
will be invited to read out the Bill in its entirety to the committee. Co-sponsors are the equivalent
of signatories, and at least ten co-sponsors are needed for the Director to approve a Bill.

Amendments

Senators may propose amendments to the Bill. A friendly amendment, in which it simply needs
approval from the Bill sponsors, is automatically applied to the Bill. For an unfriendly
amendment, Senators will be debating in a 2 For, 2 Against format. Following this debate, the
committee will move to vote on the amendment. To pass an unfriendly amendment, a simple
majority is required.



Structure of a Bill

S. [Number]

[List sponsors here] introduced the following bill;
Co-sponsored by: [List co-sponsors here].

A BILL

To [clearly state the purpose of the Bill].

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Act Name Here.”

SEC. 2. [Title]

a) With the use of sub-sub clauses if needed:
i) Clauses should be written in full sentences.

SEC. 3. [Title]

a) Clauses should be written in full sentences. When listing specific details within a
sub-clause, a colon is used at the Structure of A Bill end of the clause and a semicolon is
used at the end of the sub-clauses, with the exception of the final sub-clause, which
should be punctuated with a period.



Example Bill

A BILL

To establish an integrated national approach to respond to ongoing and expected effects of
extreme weather and climate change by protecting, managing, and conserving the fish, wildlife,
and plants of the United States, and to maximize government efficiency and reduce costs, in
cooperation with state, local, and tribal governments and other entities, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Safeguarding America’s Future and Environment Act” or the
“SAFE Act”.

SEC. 2. FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PLANTS ADAPTATION SCIENCE AND
INFORMATION.

a) The Secretary of the Interior, in collaboration with the States, Indian tribes, and other
partner organizations, shall establish a National Climate Change and Wildlife Science
Center.

i) The Center shall assess and develop scientific information, tools, strategies, and
techniques to support the Working Group, Federal and State agencies, tribes,
regionally based science and conservation centers, regional coordinating entities,
and other interested parties in addressing the effects of extreme weather and
climate change on fish, wildlife, and plants.

ii) The Secretary may enter into contracts, grants, or cooperative agreements with
State agencies, State cooperative extension services, institutions of higher
education, other research or educational institutions and organizations, tribal
organizations, federal and private agencies and organizations, individuals, and any
other contractor or recipient.

b) Not later than 180 days after the date of enactment of this Act, and pursuant to the
Federal Advisory Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App.), the Secretary of the Interior shall
establish an Advisory Committee on Climate Change and Natural Resource Sciences.

i) The Committee shall be comprised of 25 members who represent federal
agencies, state, local, and tribal governments, nongovernmental organizations,



academic institutions and the private sector. The members should have expertise
in biology (including fish, wildlife, plant, aquatic, coastal, and marine biology),
ecology, climate change (including, where applicable, ocean acidification,
drought, flooding, and wildfire), and other relevant scientific disciplines.

SEC. 3. STRATEGY IMPLEMENTATION PLAN.

a) Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of this Act and not later than 1 year after
the date of each revision of the National Strategy, the Working Group shall complete a
strategy implementation plan, provide opportunities for public review and comment on
the plan, and submit the plan to the President for approval.

b) The strategy implementation plan shall identify and prioritize specific conservation and
management strategies and actions that address the ongoing and expected effects of
extreme weather and climate change on fish, wildlife, and plants, including:

i) protection, management, and conservation of terrestrial, marine, estuarine, and
freshwater habitats and ecosystems;

ii) establishment of terrestrial, marine, estuarine, and freshwater habitat connectivity
corridors;

iii) restoration and conservation of ecological processes;
iv) protection of a broad diversity of species of fish, wildlife, and plant populations;

and
v) protection of fish, wildlife, and plant health, recognizing that climate can alter the

distribution and ecology of parasites, pathogens, and vectors.




